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Child Care
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WHAT TO LOOK FOR:

REESAY:

Selecting a child care facility
foryour child is one of the
most important decisions your
family will make. There are
many factors to consider when
choosing the right program for
your child and your family.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW:

- While safety and quality of care are
high on every family’ s list of prior-
ities, your family also has unique
needs that you need to considerin
choosing child care, including:

- Convenient location from work
and/ or home

- Hours of operation

- Cost

- Flexibility of hours (full-time or
part time)
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- Your child’ s learning style, interests

and personality should be consid-
ered when choosing child care as
the type of program offered (play-
based, Montessori, Reggio Emilia or
specialty, such as French or sports-
based) may enhance - or hinder -
your child’ s development and love
of learning

- Quality child care is in demand! Do

not leave your search for child care
until the last minute. Many families
start their child care search early
and put their names on waiting
lists as soon as they find out they
are expecting a baby. Waiting lists
are often more than a year long for
licensed programs for 3 - 5 year
olds - and even longer for infants
and toddlers

- Trust your instincts - if you feel the

child care centre you are consider-
ing is a good fit for your child -
probably is
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WHEN AND WHERE TO
ASKFOR HELP

Do you need help
finding child care?

- Richmond Child Care Resource and
Referral Centre offers a free, multi-
lingual referral service to child care
programs that match your needs
as well as information on choosing
the best care for your child. Staff are
often aware of child care programs
that may have spaces and can assist
with applying for child care subsidy.
You can find a list of child care facil-
ities and providers on their website:
https://www.rcrg.org

- Call (604) 279-7020, drop by the
CCRR office or email childcare@
rcrg.ca for more information

- The BC Child Care Map provides a
searchable map of all licensed child
care programs in the province. You
can locate and compare programs
and facilities close to your home or
work. The map also shows which
sites have vacancies. For a link to
the map and more information on
finding childcare and the different
types of care available visit
childcare.gov.bc.ca

- And be sure to talk to other parents
- word-of-mouth is sometimes the
best way to find a child care pro-
gram that will work for you
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Are you concerned about your
family’ s ability to pay for child
care?

BC Affordable Child Care Benefit

- The Affordable Child Care Benefit
was introduced in September 2018.
The funding is intended to help fam-
ilies with the cost of child care, de-
pending on factors like family size,
type of care and houshold income.
There is the potential of additional
funding for families with children
who have a designated special need
and require extra support. For more
information on eligibility and how
to apply, call 1-888-338-6622 or visit
childcare.gov.bc.ca

Does your child require
extra support at their
child care facility?

- The Supported Child Development
Program at the Richmond Society
for Community Living assists child
care facilities with providing quality
care for children with extra support
needs. Staff work in partnership
with families and the child care
team to develop strategies and a
support plan for your child. Contact
604-279-7016 for more information
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